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Introductions

Name

Department or major

What you know about BNI
or the Resource Pantry at
WCU

Food Security
&
Sustainability

 nation’s largest, most well-established
assessment of students’ basic needs

BNI at WCU:
#RealCollege
Survey

 primarily examines 3 measures of basic
need insecurity: food insecurity;
housing insecurity; and homelessness
 also allows for critical insights into
diversity, equity, and inclusion; student
health; and emergency aid, + insights
into student experience of the Covid19 pandemic

WCU Participation
 Nationally = 195,000 students from 130 two-year IHEs + 72 four-year IHEs. 11% response rate.
 WCU = 2,554 students. 11.3% response rate.
 79 percent – bachelors degree program
 16 percent – graduate degree program
 2 percent – associates degree program
 3 percent – other

Characteristics
of WCU Survey
Respondents

Basic Need
Insecurity
 44% of our students
experienced at least one
form of basic need insecurity
 20% of our students
experienced food insecurity
in the prior 30 days
 36% of our students
experienced housing
insecurity in the previous
year
 12% of our students
experienced homelessness in
the previous year

Food Insecurity

 26% of respondents could not
afford to eat balanced meals
 23% worried about running out
of food before they had
money to buy more

Housing Insecurity & Homelessness

Health & Covid-19

 39% of our students had a close friend
or family member who was sick with
Covid-19, while 6% were sick with
Covid-19 themselves
 39% of our students exhibited at least
moderate anxiety

Employment

Families

Disparities in Basic
Needs Insecurities

Utilization of
Supports

 Utilization of
campus supports
was generally
uncommon

Reasons why
students
experiencing
BNI did not
use campus
supports at
WCU

WCU Resource Pantry
The WCU Resource Pantry supports student
success by minimizing food and basic
need insecurity and preparing students for
life after graduation.
How The Resource Pantry Works:
• Open to ALL undergraduate and grad
students.
• No appointment necessary, walk-ins
welcome.
• Online ordering available
• No limits on frequency of visits

What We Offer:
• Non-perishable food items
• Fresh produce from the WCU Campus
Gardens
• Personal Care items
• School supplies
• Career clothing (now located in Career
Center*)
• Coming soon: Benefits Hub!

Special Projects

 Destigmatization Efforts
 Food Delivery Service
 After-Hours Package Pick-Up
 Benefits Hub
 Refrigerator Rental Program
 Philly Campus Location
 Policy Advocacy

Enduring Challenges

 Improve Student Awareness
 Heavy reliance on donations (of time, talent, goods, and money)
 scheduled and consistent drives for food & personal care items
 scheduled and consistent fundraisers
 interested / strong FWS-eligible students
 Community partners / volunteers for Benefits Hub (helping students navigate applications for
benefits/services)

Upcoming
Event:

